



Banksia Grove Residents Welcome Pack Draft Content

· About Banksia Grove:

Banksia Grove is 27km north of the Perth CBD. The 338ha site is being developed as a master planned estate and over its 12 to 15 year timeframe in excess of 12,000 residents will call Banksia Grove home. 
Vision

(Lisa D?) Suggest copy from new brochure “Better Thinking Better Living”

What is planned for Banksia Grove?
Many new initiatives will complement the existing facilities at Banksia Grove and surrounding areas. These include:

District Centre - The Banksia Grove District Centre will provide local “main street” shopping facilities and community facilities for the area. It will total 24ha and contain 20,000sqm of retail space including a major supermarket, a service station, medical centre and mixed business precinct. A planned bus transit station will link the district centre to Wanneroo and Joondalup town Centres, the Currambine Train Station and Meridian Park industrial estate. 

Education - The development currently contains a new government and private primary school with planning commenced for a primary school and a secondary senior high school adjacent to the District Centre. As further primary school is also planned for the future.
Health - Local medical facilities will be provided as part of the Banksia Grove District Centre. Major health facilities are located at the state of the art Joondalup Health Campus.

Employment -. A major draw card for the area is the new “Meridian Park ” industrial estate adjacent to the Banksia Grove estate. As it develops, this area will become the major employment hub for the region and is expected to be the catalyst for the creation of around 20 000 employment opportunities. The Banksia Grove District Centre will also create numerous local job opportunities.

Parks and Retained Bushland

One of Banksia Grove’s unique attributes is the native bushland within the site with over 42ha being retained as bush forever. This will be complemented with parks strategically located to ensure ‘walkability’ of the estate and parkland for all residents to enjoy. In total, over 71ha of land will be retained bushland or landscaped parks - some 20% of the site. The centre piece of the development will be a magnificent linear park which will feature ???

Sport and Recreation - The estate will contain a network of cycle and walking paths, sporting facilities and play areas. This includes the provision of major shared use district playing fields and amenities adjacent to planned primary and secondary education facilities. The establishment of sporting clubs, competitions and activities will be encouraged to promote a healthy lifestyle and community 

Project Team Contacts

Members of the project team welcome your inquiries and feedback about what is happening in Banksia Grove. Please contact 9481 1633
Tony Naughtin – Banksia Grove General Manager tnaughtin@banksiagrove.net.au 

Jeremy Cordina – Banksia Grove Project Manager jcordina@banksiagrove.net.au 

Brad Goodlet – Community Development Manager bgoodlet@banksiagrove.net.au
Mary Coleman – Land Sales Manager mcoleman@banksiagrove.net.au 

Community Plan 

Encouraging residents to be involved in developing a vibrant, safe and caring community is the key objective of the Banksia Grove Community Plan. It provides opportunities for residents to build the heart of Banksia Grove. The developers, City of Wanneroo and residents are all partners in helping the plan achieve its goals. A range of initiatives and activities are identified in the plan in the following areas:
· local economy

· community life 

· wellbeing

· learning 

· the environment 

· amenities 

Like Banksia Grove itself, the Community Plan is a work in progress. New ideas are welcomed and your contribution and willingness to be involved is always appreciated. For more information on the plan please contact Brad Goodlet – Manager Community Development., 9481 1633
Community Sponsorship Fund

The Banksia Grove Community Sponsorship Fund assists the establishment of community groups, events and activities in Banksia Grove. It provides funding to “seed” and support the implementation of initiatives and partnerships outlined in the Banksia Grove Community and Economic Development Plan. For a copy of the Community Sponsorship Fund guidelines and application please contact Brad Goodlet Manager Community Development – 9481 1633

For more information about Banksia Grove and surrounds contact 

www.banksiagrove.net.au  - Hosted by the Banksia Grove Partnership with information about the Banksia Grove development 

www.banksiagrove.com – Hosted by community members with information about what groups and people are doing in Banksia Grove and how you can be involved. 

www.wanneroo.gov.au – Hosted by the City of Wanneroo with information about council services, elected officials and meetings, events, the environment, community matters and available facilities.

· Calendar of Events

There is always a lot happening in Banksia Grove. The following websites, places and references have information to tell you what is happening.

· www.banksiagove.com 

· City of Wanneroo Community Calendar 

· Neerabup Primary School and Banksia Grove Catholic Primary School

· Banksia Grove Community Centre programme timetable

Brochure – City of Wanneroo Calendar

Spring In The Grove

Spring In The Grove is an annual event run by the Banksia Grove Residents Association that celebrates our suburb and gives the opportunity for the community to come together and enjoy games, rides, displays. To get involved contact Bill McClelland 9405 7960

Car Boot Sales

????

· Childrens’ Services

Day Care Centres

	ABC Learning Centre Banksia Grove – 10 Viridian Drive Banksia Grove. 
	9404 7337

	ABC Learning Centre Tapping - 58 Clarkson Ave Tapping. 
	9306 2711

	ABC Learning Centre Wanneroo
	9404 5099

	Junior Junction Carramar - 63 Houghton Dve Carramar. 
	9206 0144

	Kidz Biz
	9306 5557

	Wanneroo Child Care Centre 
	9306 4825


Family Day Care. 

The following agencies have information on local Family Day Care providers

	Community Vision Family Day Care Scheme - 2nd Floor Joondalup Admin Office 90 Boas Ave Joondalup. 
	9400 7100

	Communicare
	9251 5777

	Wanslea
	9245 3364

	City of Cockburn
	9337 7177

	AIWT
	9249 9688


Australian Government Childcare Access Hotline –1800 670 305

Before and After School Care

YMCA Neerabup Outside School Hours Care. Provides before school care, after school care, school holiday / vacation care. Location: Neerabup Primary School, Viridian Drive Banksia Grove. Phone: 0403 347 946
Infant and Child Health

The Banksia Grove Child Health Centre is staffed by registered nurses with qualifications in child and family health. They provide a range of services in partnership with parents and carers of babies and young children up to the age of 4 years. Community Child Health Nurses can assess children's health and development as well as provide information about many aspects of parenting, maternal and family health and healthy lifestyles. Banksia Grove Community Centre, 14 Grasstree Bend, Banksia Grove. Phone:9405 4666
Playgroups

A number of playgroups meet for parents and toddlers to get to know each other at the Banksia Grove Community Centre and also at Neerabup Primary School. Contact Community Centre 9405 2722 or Sally? 

Toy Library

The City of Wanneroo operate a toy library each Thursday morning from ??? for parents to borrow a great range of educational and fun toys, games and puzzled. Phone 9405 2722.

Brochure – Family Day Care – C of W Children’s Services

· City of Wanneroo Council Services (Rhiannon to coordinate)
· Council overview

· Rubbish Bin / Bulk Verge Collection  

Household rubbish bin (green lid) is collected every Friday

Recycling bin (yellow lid) is collected fortnightly. See: http://www.wanneroo.wa.gov.au/2/77/1/waste_and_recycling.pm 

Bulk refuse and greens verge collection occur twice a year. See: http://www.wanneroo.wa.gov.au/3/238/1/bulk_verge_collection.pm 
· youth

· library

· community services

· leisure and rec services

· rangers

· volunteers

Possible brochures 

· History of Wanneroo, 

· Youth -series of flyers in folder, 

· Volunteer Hub Centre,

· Library Information for Kids

· Walking Maps

· Buying, Building & Living

· Others?
· Commerce

Shopping

The Banksia Grove Corner Store on the corner of Tumbleweed Drive and Viridian Drive provides everyday needs and takeaway food

Local Supermarket and Market shopping is available at; 

Carramar Village Shopping Centre on Joondalup Drive and Cheriton Drive and 

Drovers Market on the corner of Joondalup Drive and Wanneroo Rd.

Major shopping centres are located at; 

Lakeside City on Joondalup Drive Joondalup and 

Wanneroo Town Centre on Wanneroo Rd.

Local Business Directory. 

Banksia Nuts, the local newsletter printed by the Banksia Grove Residents Association, provides a list of local business based in Banksia Grove or whose owners live in Banksia Grove and sport the community. Please support the businesses who support our suburb.

Small Business Support 

Support for helping set up a business or assistance in running a small business is available at Enterprise House 935 Wanneroo Rd Wanneroo. Phone 9405 5000 (ask for Economic Development staff member).

Brochure– Enterprise House
Meridian Park

Meridian Park is being developed by Landcorp as the next generation in industrial estate design, and will set new standards in sustainability, social amenity and building quality. It will comprise a range of businesses across a number of industries and is anticipate to act as a catalyst to create up to 20,000 new employment opportunities for residents of surrounding communities. Meridian Park is north of Flynn Drive and is conveniently located adjacent to Banksia Grove. For more information see http://www.meridianpark.com.au/.
· Clubs and Community Groups 

A number of groups have established themselves in Banksia Grove and the opportunities for new activities, clubs and networks to become established is always encouraged. The Banksia Grove Community Sponsorship Fund is available to assist the start up of community groups, events and activities in Banksia Grove. For more information on the Community Sponsorship Fund please contact Brad Goodlet Manager Community Development – 9481 1633
Community and Social Groups
Banksia Grove Residents Association (BGRA)

The BGRA is group of local people who help make Banksia Grove a better place to live. Members meet to discuss what is happening in their suburb, listen to guest speakers, represent the needs of the suburb and get activities happening. Amongst a host of activities, the BGRA is responsible for publishing the Banksia Nuts (e-mail bgranews@hotmail.com) and also organise the annual Spring In The Grove festival. Each area of the Community Plan is represented by a committee of BGRA members who take a special interest in encouraging the community and organising projects. To find out what is happening in your suburb come along to a meeting at the Banksia Grove Community Centre on the second Monday of the month at 7.30pm or contact ??
Banksia Grove Round Table  

Is a network of community representatives and groups with an interest in Banksia Grove who meet to share information about their activities, problem solve and come up with ideas to get things happening in Banksia Grove.

Banksia Grove Girl Guides. 

Meets every?(day/time) at Banksia Grove Community Centre – Contact Gill 9206 5256
Banksia Grove Youth Group

Meets every ?? (date/time) at Banksia Grove Community Centre 

Banksia Baptist Church 

Services are conducted every Sunday 10.00 am and 11.00 am at the Neerabup Primary School. The church also provides other support and assistance in the community. Contact Simon Jennings 0438 453 458
Cheers Neighbours Network 
Cheers is a network all kinds of friends & neighbours, which intentionally develops relationships. We can actually resolve a lot together, without resorting to programs or systems. So participants are anyone who feels a part of it. Cheers operates on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm and on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month at 4.30pm. Contact Geoff 0411 324245.
Dinner Club Is a free cafe each Monday and Wednesday afternoon from 4:30-5:30, at the Banksia Grove Centre. It exists to build community. Contact Keith or Barry.
Girls Brigade

Meets every ?? at ?? Contact Simon Jennings

Groovy Grannies 

Social group for seniors in the community. Meets every Wednesday (time) at Banksia Grove Community Centre – Contact
Mosaic Church Meet at the Banksia Grove Community Centre on Sunday mornings. Contact Mervin Jayaseelas 
Social Worker / Chaplaincy

Neerabup Primary School and Banksia Grove Catholic Primary School both have social worker / chaplaincy services for student families, but would also help others in need.

Sporting Clubs

	AFL

Neerabup Districts Auskick Centre. Peridot Oval. Started in 2008, the plan is for the Auskick Centre to evolve into the Neerabup Districts Junior AFL Club and cover the suburbs of Banksia Grove, Tapping, Carramar. 
Contact West Perth Football Club Junior Development Officer

Wanneroo Junior Football Club 

	9300 3611
0408 002 520
.

	Basketball 

Wanneroo Basketball Association (Joondalup) 


	9300 1325

	Cricket

Wanneroo Junior Cricket Club
Wanneroo Senior Cricket Club

	9306 2178
9219 7504

	Golf 

Wanneroo Golf Club. Flynn Drive Neerabup 

wgclubgm@iinet.net.au ; www.wgc.net.au
Carramar Public Golf Course - 


	9405 3677
9306 1133

	Netball 

Wanneroo Districts Netball Association (Kingsway) 


	9409 9950

	Tennis  

Wanneroo Tennis Club - Elliot Rd, Wanneroo

	9309 4942

	Tee-Ball/Baseball

North Coast Baseball Club (Quinns Rocks) 

Wanneroo Baseball Club (Kingsway) 


	9304 9024 0419 997 955

	Softball
Vikings Softball Club (Kingsway) 


	0416 062 612

	Soccer 

Carramar Cougars Soccer Club (Snr & Jnr) 

	0428 915 626



· Education 
Primary and Secondary Schools

Neerabup Primary School 

K-7 school with enrolment of approximately 340 students (Febr 2009). Viridian Drive Banksia Grove. Principal – Brett Lewis – Phone 94046244

Banksia Grove Catholic Primary School 

K-7 enrolment of approximately 140 students (building programme is currently occurring which will increase capacity). Kurrajong Boulevard Banksia Grove. Principal Tricia Davis – Phone 93037101

Wanneroo Senior High School. 

Year 8 to 12. Is the designated government school for Banksia Grove, Applications can also be made to attend other government schools and will be approved based on availability of vacancies. Phone 94051300
St Stephens Carramar 

Uniting Church school catering for students Pre-primary to Year 12. 50 St Stephens Crescent Tapping Phone 9306 7100.
Lake Joondalup Baptist College 

Kindergarten to Year 12 Coeducational Baptist school 8 Kennedya Drive Joondalup Phone 9300 7444 
Mater Dei Catholic College 

Year 8 to 12 (Year 7 from 2010) Coeducational Catholic school 107 Treetop Avenue Edgewater Phone 9405 4777
Future Local Schools

Plans for future educational facilities in Banksia Grove including the co-location of a primary and senior high school on separate campuses in the education precinct bound by Joseph Banks Boulevard, Splendens Ave, Pinjar Rd and Grandis Boulevard. Provision has also been made for a second primary School in the north eastern area of the estate at some stage in the future.

Joondalup Learning Precinct

The Joondalup campus of West Coast TAFE, Edith Cowan University and the Western Australian Police Academy are all located on the Joondalup Learning Precinct. These facilities offer a the highest quality of tertiary education and vocational training opportunities and are located only 8km from Banksia Grove with easy access via public transport. 

Brochures
· Edith Cowan Uni

· Joondalup TAFE
· Schools NPS / BGCPS
· Elected Representatives 

Local Government

Banksia Grove is in the City of Wanneroo and is allocated to the North Ward. 

Current councillors are Councillor Laura Gray 

e-mail laura.gray@wanneroo.wa.gov.au 9561 6695 Mob: 0408 105 784

State Government

Banksia Grove in the state seat of Wanneroo and the current member is Paul Mile MLA       e-mail enquiry@paulmiles.com.au phone 9405 1244

Federal Government

Banksia Grove is in the federal seat of Cowan and the current member is Luke Simpkins MP

e-mail luke.simpkins.mp@aph.gov.au phone 9409 4100

· Emergency Services

For urgent emergency services (Fire, Police, Ambulance) assistance contact 000

	General police inquiries and reports 
	131 444

	Crime stoppers – Information that could help solve a crime 
	1800 333 000

	Joondalup Fire and Rescue Service inquiries (not to be used for fire calls) 
	9300 9222

	State Emergency Service (SES) – Emergency flood, storm or earthquake assistance 
	1300 130 039

	
	

	Wanneroo State Emergency Service (SES) – Non-Emergency 
	9300 1666  

	Wanneroo Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade - Membership and Information 
	0427 026 521

	FESA wildfire alert information 
	1300 657 209


Police 

What can you do to assist?
Be vigilant and report all incidents and suspicious behaviour to police in a timely manner. Please call 131 444 for police assistance. Or if it is a life threatening emergency, call 000. 

It is important to report ALL incidents immediately to police for the appropriate response. When reporting an incident to police try to notice as much as you can about the occurrence you are calling in regards to. For example in relation to people, their description – nationality, height, clothing, age, any weapons involved, facial hair. 

Include what it is that makes you suspicious of people who are loitering in the area and any other information that you believe would be helpful.

Wanneroo Police Station - office hours inquiries 9406 2244

· Hoon and Speeding Drivers

Please try and provide information such as time, location, registration number, colour of vehicle, type of vehicle (sedan, station wagon, van) any distinctive markings on the vehicle (i.e. mag wheels, accident damage, company name), how many occupants. 

Hoon Report Form 

http://www.police.wa.gov.au/Portals/11/PDFs/WAPolice_HoonReportFm.pdf 

· Graffiti

Graffiti can be reported directly to the Graffiti Reporting Hotline 1800 442255 Please provide accurate information about the location of the graffiti. Research shows that the quicker it is removed the less likely the offenders are to re-offend.

Graffiti Report Form: 

http://www.police.wa.gov.au/Portals/11/PDFs/Report_Graffiti_Form07.DOC
The Banksia Grove community has formed a partnership with People Against Vandalism (PAV) organisation to adopt a proactive approach to addressing issues of graffiti in our suburb. Unfortunately Banksia Grove like most suburbs, is from time to time, affected by grafitti. PAV, provides the opportunity for the community to take responsibility, have graffiti quickly removed and educate all members on reporting and anti-graffiti messages. For information about PAV such as reporting procedures and how to get involved as a volunteer go to www.pavwa.com.au 

Neighbourhood Watch & Crime Prevention

Neighbourhood Watch aims at reducing the incidence of preventable crime and preserving your way of life. You and your neighbours are in a position to observe and report anything of a suspicious nature to police. Most neighbours already observe activities in their street, particularly if it is not normal, however many people do not do anything about suspicious activities because they do not know what to do or if their neighbours would appreciate their involvement. Neighbourhood Watch is not a vigilante group and any action required will be handled by the Police. 

Residents in Banksia Grove are encouraged to get a Neighbourhood Watch group happening in their streets and there is a lot of assistance available to make this happen including information and funds to hold a street BBQ to get to know your neighbours and begin to watch out for each others property and safety. For more information contact local resident Toby or the WA Police North West Metropolitan Crime Prevention Unit 9206 4211. 
City of Wanneroo Ranger Services (24 hours) - 1300 138 393

Provide assistance with parking, off road vehicles, littering and illegal dumping, vandalism to council property, anti-social activity at council facilities including parks, playgrounds and buildings, stray dogs and registrations, abandoned vehicles, unauthorized signs.
Education Department Security - 9264 4771 / 1800 177 777
Building Site Theft / Damage - Name and Shame Report Hotline 1800 131 001
Damaged or Faulty Streetlights - 1800 622 008
Injured Native Animals - Wildcare - 9474 9055
RSPCA - 9209 9300
· Environment and Sustainability 

Encouraging environmental and socially sustainable awareness amongst residents is an important objective for the Banksia Grove community. As resources such as water and fossil fuels become scarcer and our environment continues to become more fragile, we all need to make changes to lessen the impact of our actions. 

Simple acts that reduce your energy and water use, not only benefit the environment, but also helps you save money! The following information may be of benefit to you and your family in adopting practices that support a sustainable lifestyle. 

General Sites on Sustainability

Your Eco Footprint - City of Wanneroo 

http://www.wanneroo.wa.gov.au/3/398/1/your_eco_footprint.pm
WA Govt - Act Now 

http://www.actnow.wa.gov.au/home/ 

Waterwise Gardening 

http://www.actnow.wa.gov.au/act-now/water/ 

Energy Saving Tips

http://www.climatechange.gov.au/resources/community.html 

Buying Energy & Water Efficient Appliances
http://www.environment.gov.au/settlements/energyefficiency/index.html 

Waste Management and Recycling

http://www.zerowastewa.com.au/communication/education/factsheets/
http://www.wanneroo.wa.gov.au/cproot/238/3/Compost_worm_farm_order_form.pdf 

Green Purchasing

http://www.actnow.wa.gov.au/act-now/shopping/ 

Transport (Travelsmart)

http://www.actnow.wa.gov.au/act-now/greener-transport/travelsmart.html 

Brochure – Smarter Use of Your Car – DPI

Grow Locals in the City of Wanneroo – C of W
· Internet and Communications access 
Residents who have bought land in the “new” stages of Banksia Grove (released since July 2007 have access to the latest state of art fibre optic technology which will provide high speed internet access and free to air digital TV. Contact Fuze Connect 1300 881 917

Brochures – Fuze Connect
· Mail Box and Public Phone

Mail Box

Adjacent to roundabout at Joondalup Dve / Tumbleweed Drive / Joseph Banks Boulevard
Telephone Box

Turquoise Loop between Peridot Turn and Viridian Drive

· Medical Services 

Doctors Surgeries
The nearest medical centres are located at: 
	Dr Louis Du Plessis & Associates - Wanneroo Road Wanneroo
	9306 1940

	Wanneroo Specialists Medical Centre - Wanneroo Road Wanneroo
	9405 4344

	Wanneroo Family Practice - Wanneroo Road Wanneroo
	9405 2822

	Candlewood Medical Centre - Candlewood Boulevard Joondalup
	9300 0999

	Shenton Avenue Joondalup
	9400 9988

	Joondalup City Medical Group Grand Boulevard Joondalup
	9300 0366


Dental

The nearest dental services are located at:
	DB Dental Joondalup Drive Joondalup,
	9300 9898

	Claremont Orthodontic Clinic Reid Promenade Joondalup,
	9300 2044

	Ar Dental Care Reid Promenade Joondalup,
	9300 2811

	Ar Dental Care Candlewood Boulevard Joondalup
	9300 2344

	David Hanson B D S Greenfields Circle Wanneroo
	9306 2755

	Lakewood Dental Centre Wanneroo Road Wanneroo,
	9405 1305

	Wanneroo Dental Centre Wanneroo Road Wanneroo,
	9405 3122

	DB Dental Joondalup Drive Joondalup
	9300 9898


Hospital

If a medical emergency occurs or hospital treatment is required the Joondalup Health Campus is the largest health care facility in Perth’s Northern suburbs, providing 24-hour acute care from an integrated public and private campus. Located at Corner of Grand Boulevard and Shenton Avenue, Joondalup, Phone 9400 9400. The campus is approximately 9 km from Banksia Grove.

Poisons Information - 131 126
The future Banksia Grove District Centre will include a medical centre and provision for allied services.
· Playgrounds and Recreational Facilities 

Playground / picnic facilities and are located at 

· Parakeelya Park (Parakeelya Rd),

· Banksia Grove Community Centre (Grass Tree Bend), 

· Delamere Park (Abbey Green Road), 

· Ripple Vale Circuit Park (Ripple Vale Circuit Carramar)

Grassed sports oval facilities and cricket nets are located at Peridot Oval

Basketball and netball facilities are located adjacent to the Neerabup Primary School

Public BBQ’s are available at the Banksia Grove Community Centre
A 1-on-1 basketball ring, teen-level play gear and BMX is located at the northern end of Peridot Oval 
Nature Reserve are located at Celadon Park (Celadon Loop) and Viridian Drive (North)

The future planning for Banksia Grove includes the provision of additional local pocket parks and playgrounds and the creation of a 12 hectare “Kings Park” style park including major playground, picnic, water features, public art, walk and cycle trails and ampitheatre. This park will be the meeting place for Banksia Grove residents and visitors to our community.

· Transport

Banksia Grove is located 7 km from the Wanneroo town centre and 7 km from the Joondalup town centre. The suburb is well connected through direct or close access to major regional roads including Joondalup Drive, Pinjar Road and Wanneroo Road. The closest Mitchell Freeway exit is 6km from Banksia Grove at Burns Beach Road
Banksia Grove is served by Transperth bus routes 390 & 391 see www.transperth.wa.gov.au for timetable and journey player. 

The closest train station is 6km from Banksia Grove at Currambine which is on the Perth – Mandurah train line. See www.transperth.wa.gov.au for timetable and service information
Brochures Your Guide to the Joondalup Train Line – DPI. 

Joondalup City and Surrounding Suburbs – Local Travel smart Guide- DPI)

Bus and Train Timetables
Moving Into Your New Home? A Checklist of Who To Contact

Who do I need to contact regarding my change of address and contact details?

Essential

We recommend that you contact the following relevant authorities and businesses to inform of your change of address and contact details. Please ensure that you go through any personal documentation carefully to see if you need to contact any other authorities or organisations.

· Department for Planning and Infrastructure Driver's licence and vehicle registration

· Western Australian Electoral Commission

· Your previous local council and the City of Wanneroo

· Alinta Gas

· Western Power

· Water Corporation of Western Australia

· Telstra or your phone provider

· Office of State Revenue

· Centrelink

· Your bank or financial institution

· Medicare

· Australia Post, to redirect your mail.

· Car, home and personal insurance

Personal

· Medical (eg. doctor, dentist etc.)

· Place of employment

· Schools

· Child care

· Friends and family

· Vet

· Mechanic

· Professional memberships

· Your local library

· Video store

· Volunteer organisations

· Clubs and Hobbies

Helpful Hints on Creating a Great Neighbourhood

Really good neighbours watch out for each other. They ask each other for advice, and offer to help. They respect each others' boundaries but are quick to assist in a crisis. They look for opportunities to get to know each other and to socialize. Great neighbours make for great neighbourhoods, and it is well worth the effort. 

In addition to the following tips you’ll no doubt have plenty of ideas yourself about how you and others around you can create great neighbourhoods. In this way, your experience of living in Banksia Grove is bound to be happy, fulfilling and more secure.

Moving Into The Neighbourhood

It’s always a good idea to introduce yourself to some of your closest neighbours as soon as you move into a new area. If someone has moved into the house next door then popping in to say hello, giving a small welcome gift, an invite for a cup of coffee or a meal are great ways to break the ice. Not only will you able to give or get useful advice and information about the area, you’ll also be able to gain a sense of what kind of issues are particularly important to your neighbours and help you keep on the right side of things.

Consider Your Neighbours' Lifestyle 

Get to know your neighbours- what they do for a living, what their schedules might be like, and so on. Sometimes, you can remedy problems before they even start, for example, if they work nights, quiet mornings will be important for them. If they have young children, quiet evenings will be very important to them. Similarly, give them information that'll help them be more considerate of your lifestyle. If you do a lot of yard work, or if your teenage son plays the drums, let them know in advance and mention that if it's getting too loud, they shouldn't hesitate to let you know. 

Noise

Excessive noise of all types is always one of the biggest sources of complaints and grumbling about a particular neighbour. Therefore be sensitive to the noise you generate within your own household and respectful of neighbours nearby. Things like excessive barking dogs, loud music and TV systems, parties, DIY projects and the like all need to be considered. Try to keep home entertainment systems away from partitioned walls and bear in mind your noise levels at certain times of the day, more often than not at night, when people are more sensitive about excessive noise levels. 

Practice Parking Etiquette. 

When you park your vehicle, be sure not to block anyone's access, or make them have to pull out of a very tight spot. Don't over-rev the engine of your car or motorcycle early in the morning or late at night. Park in front of your home, not theirs. Avoid slamming your doors or shining your headlights into your neighbour's windows late at night. 

Pride And Care

Try to keep your property looking tidy and that you don’t leave rubbish and other items such as kids toys and any rubbish, for example, just strewn around everywhere. What some people fail to remember is that residents just don’t take pride in the appearance of their own home but in their neighbourhood too. 
Getting In ‘The Mix’

It’s your local community so it’s a chance to get out and about and mingle. Take advantage of stopping to speak to a neighbour, even if it’s only to say ‘Hello’ as you are on your way to work of a morning or if you’re simply passing them on the street as you go to the shops. Maybe even consider getting involved with some local community project or accept the odd invite to a neighbour’s party. Better still, throw the odd social gathering of your own and invite the neighbour or organise an annual street party. If your street has a Neighbourhood Watch network then get involved and be on the look out for suspicious or anti-social activity. If Neighbourhood Watch isn’t in your street why not get it started? 

You Only Get Back What You Give Out

Everybody needs a little help now and again. It may be a car engine which has stalled and the owner needs a little push to get it started, or you’re asked to take in a parcel on behalf of a neighbour who’s out at work. It could be any kind of small favour actually. However, the more you give out, the more you’ll get back. If people find you friendly, helpful, considerate and approachable, you’re far more likely to receive a similar response from them. Don't forget the old adage - "the more you look out for people, the more they'll look out for you." If your neighbour is elderly or by themselves, pay a bit of extra attention to making sure that they are healthy and safe and consider volunteering to be given emergency contact details.

Control Your Dog. 

Keep your dog on a leash if it has a habit of running rampant on your neighbours' lawns, and make sure to clean up after it. If you have a particularly noisy dog, this may also become an issue for your neighbour. Put yourself in their shoes and imagine how upset you'd be if you or perhaps your newborn was woken from a much-needed nap by the sudden yapping of a nearby dog. If you have problems controlling your dog's barking or whining, consider seeking advice from your local vet or a local animal organisation. 

Alert Your Neighbour to Parties. 

If you're planning a party, be sure to give your neighbours plenty of warning, letting them know when it's going to start and how long you expect it to go on. Leave them a telephone number to contact if they need to ask you to turn it down. If you get on well with your neighbours, why not invite them too? When it comes to the party itself, stick to your agreed arrangements, ask your guests to be considerate when leaving. If the part is for teenagers make sure plans are in place to ensure it doesn’t get out of hand For more information see;

http://www.nhw.wa.gov.au/Publications/WAPolice_PartySafeGuide.pdf?id=34

